THE CONQUEST
find the political and social system of England taking on a new
development—it is also in his time that institutions which were
to endure for centuries, especially that of delegation or re-
presentation, began to appear. The King's court (or Curia
Regis) was a sort of branch of the great feudal council which
surrounded the medieval King. But it could not be called
part of that council; it was mainly made up of officials whom
the King nominated; it acted both as a collector and ad-
ministrator of the royal revenues, as the principal court of
central justice, and as the chief place of record.
All our central judicial and fiscal institutions grow from the
seeds laid in this first generation of the twelfth century under
Henry L There were, side by side with this new central
organization, the old courts, which worked locally: the court
of the shire, held by the sheriff of the shire, and the lesser
courts below this, the courts of the hundreds, which met twice
a year. In these last there appears that interesting point just
mentioned of delegation or representation, which was to play
so large a part in every Christian country throughout the Middle
Ages. When some point at issue had to be decided in the
hundred court, and when the lord or his agent could not come,
it was ordered that the lord's steward, permanently resident in
the village, and four of ,the serfs—that is, of the half-free
peasants (men who were proprietors of the land of the village,
but who still had to do so much work on the lord's land away
from their own on certain fixed days)—should come and give
evidence as to the general knowledge of the community upon
the custom determining some point at issue—as to the dues
attached to a particular bit of land, for instance, or the respective
rights of lord and serfs in the village woods. Something of the
same kind had already appeared when the Conqueror had sent
for local men to swear to the local records in his great survey;
but the four serfs who were thus summoned were summoned
with a very interesting new phrase, which ran, Assint pro
omnibus ("Let them be present in the place of all the rest")—
that is, as representatives. This new article brought in from
abroad by the Norman kings did not yet stand for a political
principle—it was only as yet a convenient piece of machinery,
and, of course, it had existed on the Continent long before
it came here; but it may be regarded as the origin of that
idea of representation which has played so large a part in the
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